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Veterans Affairs Caribbean 

Healthcare System Overview 

u Tertiary Medical Center at San Juan

u Three Outpatient Clinics: Ponce (South), Mayaguez (West), Arecibo (North)

u Seven Rural and Community -based Outpatient Clinics

u We serve a population of approximately 65,000 veterans in PR and US Virgin Islands



VA Caribbean Healthcare System

u Not shown in map:      St. Thomas and      St. Croix Community -based Outpatient Clinics



On Wednesday, September 20 2017é

Hurricane Maria crashed across the entire U.S. territory of Puerto 

Rico, making landfall with sustained winds of 150 mph and gusts 

upwards of 185 mph. Widespread destruction from the worst 

storm to hit in nearly a century had left the entire island without 

power, and many without running water or communications. 

This phenomenon also brought heavy rains and flooding, and 

has been blamed for at least 64 deaths in Puerto Rico alone.



Hurricane Mar²aõs Immediate Aftermath

Source: CNN.com (PR East coast, Sep 20)

100 % of the Islandõs 

electrical grid was 

inoperable. 

Severe damage to 

electrical infrastructure 

throughout the Island

Further complications 

emerged from total loss 

of communications. 



Source: CNN.com (San Juan PR, Sep 20)

Hurricane Mar²aõs Immediate Aftermath

Strong winds had destroyed 

many homes, leaving people 

with nothing.

Source: The Guardian.com ( Corozal , Sep 24)


